
Winter is here!! 

Now that the winter weather is 

approaching please can you provide 

appropriate outdoor clothing for our 

wintery outdoor play times. 

Thank you 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Health & Safety 

Please can we ask that all buggies 

are folded down and put into a pram 

slot where possible, as they are 

obstructing a main fire exit.  Thank 

you 

 

Christmas Activities 

Friday 18th December – Christmas Jumper 

Day 

Monday 21st December - Santa visits 

nursery  

If your child does not attend nursery on 

this day you can bring your child to Santa’s 

grotto between the hours of 12.00pm and 

1.00pm 

  

 Tuesday 22nd December – Carol Concert 

Babies and Lilliput Showing 10.30am 

Bobkins and Gulliver Showing 2.30pm 

Wednesday 23rd December – 

Pyjama/Onesie Day and Christmas lunch 

Thursday 24th December – Fun party day 

  

 

Christmas Closures 

Nursery will close early for the Christmas holiday at 3.00pm on 

Christmas Eve. If your child will not be attending nursery this day 

please could you let a member of staff know. Thank you. 

Nursery will re-open on Monday 4th January at 7.30am. 

We at Crossley Mill would like to wish all our families a very Merry 

Christmas and a Happy New Year and a BIG Thank you for all your 

continued support this past year. 

Staff news 

In October we welcomed Bethany Royle to the Crossley Mill team. 

Bethany is a past student and cover worker who is very familiar with 

the nursery routine. She has settled very well since starting as a 

full time member of staff and will work alongside Rebecca in the 

Baby room. 

In January we welcome back Katie Mayes to Crossley Mill after 6 

months maternity leave as an Early Years Practitioner. Katie will 

work alongside Olivia, Jenna and Ryan in the Lilliput room Monday-

Thursday. 

If you would like to request any day changes, extra sessions or pass 

any information on to the nursery regarding your child please can 

you contact a member of the management team either by telephone 

or email: manager@crossleymillnursery.org.uk .  The administer 

email is solely for bill enquires.  

. 
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Children’s experiences  

Baby Room –Over the past few weeks we have welcomed 

Beth into the baby room, which we have all done with open 

arms. Some of the babies have shown a keen interest in 

dolls and phones so we have had lots of role play! We 

celebrated bonfire and Diwali with lots of creative 

colourful activities using wheels and objects that spin such 

as the salad spinner. – Rebecca. 

Bobkins –Most of the children in Bobkins have had a keen 

interest in books lately, so we have asked parents to bring 

their favourite books from home in for us to read. The 

children are enjoying them so much they are repeating 

words and phrases out of these books! We had lots of fun 

doing the latest forest activity scooping soil into pots and 

planting grass seeds to make grass heads. Our latest 

creative activity was to make Catherine wheel fireworks by 

using a salad spinner which encouraged the children to see 

how to make things turn and then see the effect it has 

using different colours. They also look very effective 

having them hung up on display in Bobkins. – Caroline. 

Lilliputs –Over the last month the Lilliputs have been busy 

celebrating a variety of festivals, from pumpkin carving for 

Halloween and creating chalk firework pictures for Bonfire 

night to making paper lanterns for Diwali. We have also 

been getting physical by doing an indoor obstacle course 

and practising moving in a variety of ways. In the run up to 

Christmas we are going to be very busy practising for our 

carol concert and baking Christmas cakes with Rob! Yummy! 

We also plan to hunt for Jack Frost in the garden so watch 

out for him in Lilliputs! – Olivia  

Gullivers –The Gullivers have been very busy recently 

learning our letters through silly stories, letter forming 

and alphabet snap! The children have been so happy and 

enthusiastic about letters it has been a pleasure to teach! 

We have also been making feelings books about what makes 

us happy, sad, angry and even disgusted! Be sure to come 

and look at our display boards and look at the wonderful 

stories the children have created! We have also introduced 

‘show and tell’ to Gullivers which has been a big hit with all 

the children! All the children are eager to show their toys 

to peers and are constantly asking when it is! The days for 

‘show and tell’ are on Gullivers door. - Astrid 

 

 

 

Board news  

After another successful fireworks evening (which 

was a great opportunity for parents and carers to 

come into the nursery for a social event and to 

meet other parents and carers), the nursery held 

its Annual General Meeting. While this is a more 

formal meeting where we approve the annual 

accounts and ratify board appointments, it is also 

an opportunity for parents and carers to find out 

more about the way the nursery operates and the 

role of the board. It was very good to have a 

number of parents and carers attend this meeting, 

with some expressing an interest in joining the 

board. As always, we are looking for people to join 

the board - no special skills are required. We also 

have a vacancy for the company secretary role.  

 

2015 has been a positive year for Crossley Mill, 

with occupancy increasing and Ofsted's inspection 

rating the nursery as "good with areas of 

outstanding". Looking ahead to 2016, the board will 

continue to focus on increasing occupancy and 

managing costs, as well as looking at further ways 

to improve our marketing. We will be running our 

annual survey, getting some input from you on how 

you think things are going and what we should be 

looking at in the future. Your views are very 

important and will help us shape what we do. 

 

On behalf of the board, I want to wish everyone in 

the Crossley Mill family a very happy festive season 

and all the very best for the New Year. 

 

Adam Davidson – Chair of the board 

 

Minor injuries 

If your child has a minor injury at nursery including 

minor head bumps and there is no cause for 

concern you will be contacted through the nursery 

text message service. A member of staff will 

continue to contact you by telephone if the 

accident or incident is more serious. 

If you wish to be contacted by telephone for all 

accidents and incidents please can you inform a 

member of the management team. 

Thank you. 

  



Butternut Squash and Mushroom Pie 

Pastry-  

250g plain flour  

125g vegetarian suet or butter/margarine 

Mix ingredients to a breadcrumb then add water a little at a time until it 

makes a pastry. 

Leave in the fridge for at least 1 hour. (If using suet you can use straight 

away) 

Filling- 

1 small butternut squash, peeled and chopped 

1 large onion, peeled and finely chopped  

250g mushrooms, sliced 

1 table spoon turmeric  

½ table spoon cumin 

150ml of milk and 100ml of cream or 200ml soya milk 

Prepare all vegetables and put into oven proof dish, cover with milk and 

cream. Add the spices and mix well. Cook in the oven for approximately 1 

hour till butternut squash is soft and has soaked up the liquid stirring half 

way through cooking time. Leave to cool for best results. 

Roll out ½ of the pastry and line a flan dish or pie plate. Add the filling and 

roll out 2nd half of pastry. Cover the pie, trim and glaze with milk. (I don’t) 

Put a steam hole in the middle of the pie and cook in the oven at 200 

degrees until piping hot and golden. Serve with mushy peas. 

Rob Gibson  

Nursery Cook  
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